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Message 
from Commissioner 
Richard Burke 
Effective analysis and discussion require common access to factual information. 
The Statistical Office of the European Communities — Eurostat — has a vital 
institutional role to play in providing data to serve the decision-making process of the 
European Community. By its success in performing this role, Eurostat through its 
publications and data services has available material which deserves not just to be 
more widely known but also to be put to use by educators, researchers, businesses, 
companies and interest groups throughout the Community. 
As the Member of the European Commission with special responsibility for the 
Statistical Office, I have been particularly anxious to create this necessary wider 
awareness of what Eurostat offers. The opportunity provided by the focus of popular 
attention in the Community around the European Parliament elections seems to 
me to provide an ideal occasion to try a more direct approach towards interesting 
individuals in the information value of comparative statistics. 
I welcome this simple introductory presentation of statistics relating to the European 
Community, its Member States, and major trading partners, and would particularly 
urge readers to note the information about Eurostat and access to its publications 
and other services. 
Statistics are not always as easily read or as graphically presented. What is offered 
here is intended to provide the minimum necessary to an initial appreciation of the 
Community. I hope it will prove a useful start for you. 
May 1984 
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EUROSTAT: 
The Statistical Office 
of the European Communities 
The role of Eurostat 
Eurostat (The Statistical Office of the 
European Communities) is one of the 
Directorates-General of the Com-
mission of the European Communities. 
Its primary function is to collect, har-
monize and disseminate statistical 
information on the Member States of the 
EEC and the main countries with which 
the Community maintains relations 
(main economic partners, developing 
countries, etc.). 
Statistics are generally collected 
through the national statistical insti-
tutes, government departments, trade 
associations or international associ-
ations. In certain cases, Eurostat col-
lects data directly through its own 
surveys. 
One of Eurostat's important functions is 
the harmonization of statistics with the 
aim of obtaining comparable data for 
the various countries. In an international 
grouping engaged in a process of inte-
gration it is essential that economic 
indicators for the various countries 
should be comparable and that each 
country should be able to evaluate its 
situation in relation to the entire group 
in terms of both absolute levels and 
trends. Systems harmonized at Com-
munity level (methodologies, defi-
nitions, nomenclatures) are developed 
by 20 or so working parties comprising 
representatives of Eurostat and the 
national statistical institutes, which 
meet at intervals. In the course of time, 
the national statistical systems have 
thus been more closely aligned and 
most of the data supplied by the 
Member States are now comparable. 
In addition to this ex ante harmonization 
by alignment of the methods of compi-
lation in the various countries, Eurostat 
harmonizes certain data ex post when 
the reasons for discrepancies between 
countries have been identified. 
Eurostat disseminates statistical infor-
mation by means of publications and 
microfiche and in recent years by sup-
plying data on magnetic media: tapes 
and on-line access to certain of its 
data banks. 
Eurostat publications 
Eurostat has a large publications pro-
gramme and each year publishes some 
100 different titles, making an overall 
total of several hundred thousand 
printed volumes. Many of these are sup-
plied free of charge to Community 
institutions and departments and to 
Member States, public institutions, the 
press, bodies with a special interest 
and libraries. 
Three key publications are given wide 
publicity. These are Eurostatistics, a 
monthly publication with a large number 
of short-term economic indicators, 
Eurostat Review, an annual publication 
with yearly figures for a 10-year period 
covering all main fields of statistics for 
the 10 member countries, Spain, Portu-
gal, and also the USA and Japan, and 
the handy-size Basic statistics, a small 
yearbook with the most important 
figures. 
The subjects covered by Eurostat pub-
lications are listed on a separate sheet. 
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In addition to formal publications, 
Eurostat issues statistics as information 
notices and In internal publications, not 
designed for sale but available to the 
public while stocks last. 
The production and sale of the pub-
lications of all the European institutions 
is organized by the Office for Official 
Publications of the European Com-
munities, which has around 20 sales 
offices in various countries. Statistical 
Office publications account for about a 
quarter of all Commission publications, 
excluding the Official Journal. 
The Cronos data bank 
Cronos is the largest of Eurostat's data 
banks. It contains most of the time 
series produced and published by 
Eurostat, which currently amount to 
over one million series (including 
600 000 public series). 
Cronos contains general, industrial, 
agricultural, social, national accounts 
and external trade statistics. 
The Comext data base 
External trade is one of the corner-
stones of the European Community as 
can be seen from the large number of 
trade agreements it has signed with 
non-member countries and the ever-
increasing share of foreign trade in the 
economies of the Member States. The 
Community being the world's major 
trading power, its economy is strongly 
influenced by movements in its trade, 
hence the need for a regular supply of 
information. 
From information supplied by national 
statistical institutes, Eurostat prepares 
statistics on the Community's external 
trade and on trade between the Mem-
ber States. 
These statistics are used for a variety 
of purposes Including trade nego-
tiations, short-term economic monitor-
ing, surveillance of trade flows, balance 
of payments, market analysis, supply 
balance sheets, national accounts, 
bugetary control, etc. 
Cronos was designed from the outset 
for on-line access, priority being given 
to Commission departments. Today, 
more than 250 terminals installed in 
the Commission's offices in Brussels 
and Luxembourg give direct access to 
Cronos. From these terminals it is poss-
ible to call up the series, to have them 
displayed, to construct tables and 
charts and to carry out standard oper-
ations on the series (adjustment for 
seasonal variations, growth rates, etc.) 
by means of an easily used interrog-
ation language. 
On-line access to Cronos and 
Comext 
To ensure the best possible access, 
Eurostat uses service bureaux which 
have signed an agreement with the 
Commission. The service suppliers 
have computers connected to networks 
through which the statistics prepared 
by Eurostat are made available to users 
who have a terminal connected to the 
network. 
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At present the Cronos data base is Comext is made available by: 
available through the following service _ 
suppliers· _ ComPa9nie Internationale 
des Services en Informatique (CISI) 
— Compagnie Internationale 35 boulevard Brune 
des Services en Informatique (CISI) F-75680 Paris Cedex 14 
35 boulevard Brune 
F-75680 Paris Cedex 14 — Euris 
Département serveur de Honeywell-
- GSI-ECO Bull SA 
5 rue de l'amiral Brulx 5 square de Meeûs 
F-75782 Paris Cedex 16 B-1040 Brussels 
— Datacentralen 
Retortvej 6/8 
DK Copenhagen-Valby 
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General information 
The publications of the Statistical Office 
of the European Communities (Eurostat) 
are grouped according to 'themes' and 
'sub-themes', of which the reader will find a 
classification overleaf. 
Eurostat News provides the public with a 
regular flow of information on the progress 
of the Eurostat publications programme. The 
presentation is such that it is clear which 
publications have been published in the 
course of the last quarter and which are about 
to be published and will thus be available in 
the near future. There follows a list of 
'periodicals', indicating their frequency of 
publication (monthly, quarterly, half-yearly). 
The information provided on each publi-
cation is as follows: 'theme' to which the 
work belongs, title of volume, international 
classification number (ISBN or ISSN), lan-
guages in which available, format, number of 
pages, price and brief summary of content. 
For practical reasons, the price is given in 
only one currency, the BFR (Belgian franc) 
which is the legal tender in the country of 
publication (the Grand Duchy of Luxem-
bourg). The price thus indicated applies when 
orders are placed directly with the Office for 
Official Publications of the European Com-
munities (L-2985 Luxembourg, 5 rue du Com-
merce — postal cheque account (CCP) 
19190-81 — bank current account BIL 8-109/ 
6003/300) and serves as a rough guide to the 
prices in the various national currencies in the 
event of purchase from the sales offices which 
are listed on the third page of the cover. The 
languages in which the publications are avail-
able are shown by the following abbrevia-
tions: M = multilingual, i.e. in all the official 
languages of the European Communities, DA 
= Danish, DE = German, GR = Greek, EN 
= English, FR = French, IT = Italian NL = 
Dutch. 
Users who wish to order publications directly 
from the Publications Office (or to take out 
subscriptions) will find an order form on the 
last page of Eurostat News. It need only be 
detached, legibly completed and sent to the 
address indicated. 
Further information may be obtained from 
the staff responsible for Eurostat News (at the 
address given on the first page of this issue) or 
from Division A 3 'Publications' (Jean Mon-
net Building, L-2920 Luxembourg — Tel. 
43 01-20 38 — Telex Comeur Lu 3423). 
Officials of the Commission of the European 
Communities who are employed in Brussels 
should apply to the Eurostat 'Data Shop' 
(UPB Building, 120 Rue de la Loi, B-1049 
Brussels — Office 4/11, Tel. 5 15 04). 
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